
Act respecting the preservation of 
agricultural land and agricultural activities

GUIDE FOR FILLING OUT:
the authorization application form
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S G Q R I 0 0 8 - 0 2 on the accessibility of downloadable documents. If you 
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THE FORM MUST BE USED FOR ALL TYPES OF APPLICATIONS, WITH THE 
EXCEPTION OF APPLICATIONS FOR EXCLUSIONS FROM AN AGRICULTURAL ZONE

THE COMMISSION REFERS TO THE FOLLOWING STATUTORY PROVISIONS AND CRITERIA IN ANALYZING THE APPLICATION AND RENDERING A DECISION

the alienation, the inclusion or the exclusion of a lot or the cutting of 
maple trees.
In rendering a decision, giving its advice or issuing a permit on a matter 
referred to it, the commission shall take into consideration:
1° the soil capability of the lot and of the neighbouring lots;
2° the possible uses of the lot for agricultural purposes;
3° the consequences of an authorization on existing agricultural 
activities and their development, and on the possible agricultural 
use of neighbouring lots, in particular having regard to the standards 
aimed at reducing the inconvenience caused by odours resulting from 
agricultural activities, originating from the exercise of the powers 
provided for in subparagraph 4 of the second paragraph of section 113 of 
the Act respecting land use planning and development (chapter A-19.1);
4° the restrictions and effects resulting from the application of the 
Acts and the regulations, in particular those relating to the environment 
and, more particularly, with respect to livestock operations;
5° the availability of other sites where farming restrictions would be 
eliminated or reduced, in particular where the application concerns 
a lot included in a census agglomeration or a census metropolitan 
area as defined by Statistics Canada or a lot situated in the territory 
of a community;
6° the homogeneity of the farming community and farming operations;
7° the impact on the preservation of water and soil resources in the 
territory of the local municipality and in the region;
8° the establishment of land holdings having an area sufficient for 
farming activities;
9° the impact on the economic development of the region upon proof 
submitted by a municipality, community, public agency or agency 
providing public utility services;
10° the socioeconomic conditions necessary for the viability of a 
community where justified by the low population density of the region;

11° if applicable, the development plan for the agricultural zone of the 
regional county municipality concerned.

Two optional criteria
The commission may take into consideration:
1° a statement transmitted by a regional county municipality or a 
community indicating that the application is inconsistent with the 
objectives of the RCM land use and development plan and the 
provisions of the complementary document or with the metropolitan 
land use and development plan;
2° the consequences of a refusal for the applicant.

ELEMENTS THAT MUST NOT BE TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION IN 
RENDERING THE DECISION
62.1 When making a decision, the commission shall not take into conside-
ration:
1° the fact that the object of the application has been wholly or 
partly achieved;
2° the possible consequences of the decision on an offence 
already committed;
3° any fact or other evidence not related to a provision of section 12, 
61.1, 61.2, 62 or 65.1;
4° the fact that a lot division is immatriculated on a cadastral plan.

OBJECT OF THE ACT
1.1 The object of the agricultural land preservation regime established 
by this Act is to secure a lasting territorial basis for the practice of 
agriculture, and to promote, in keeping with the concept of sustainable 
development, the preservation and development of agricultural activities 
and enterprises in the agricultural zones established by the regime.

JURISDICTION OF THE COMMISSION
12. In the exercise of its jurisdiction, the commission shall give proper 
consideration to the fact that it is in the general interest to preserve
agricultural land and agricultural activities. It shall also give proper
consideration to regional characteristics.
The commission may consider all facts that come to its attention.

COMPLIANCE OF THE APPLICATION WITH THE MUNICIPAL ZONING 
BY-LAW
58.5 An application is not admissible if the commission has received a 
statement indicating that the application is inconsistent with the zoning 
by-law of the local municipality or with the interim control measures, 
if any.
An application may, however, be admissible upon receipt of:
a) a copy of a proposed by-law adopted by the council of the local
municipality and the effect of which would be to make the application 
consistent with the zoning by-law, and
b) a notice from the regional county municipality or the community
confirming that the amendment proposed by the local municipality
would be consistent with the development plan or with the interim
control measures of the regional county municipality or community.

PRELIMINARY GENERAL PROVISIONS
New use for purposes other than agriculture
61.1 In the territory of a community, census agglomeration or 
census metropolitan area as defined by Statistics Canada, where an 
application concerns an authorization for a new use for purposes other 
than agriculture, the applicant must first demonstrate that there is no 
appropriate available area elsewhere in the territory of the local munici-
pality, outside the agricultural zone, that is suitable for the purposes 
for which the application is made.
The commission may reject an application on the sole ground that there 
are appropriate available areas outside the agricultural zone.
Application considered to be an exclusion1

61.2 Where an application for authorization concerns the introduction 
of a new use for institutional, commercial or industrial purposes, or 
the introduction of several new residential uses on a lot contiguous 
to the boundaries of an agricultural zone or urbanization perimeter, it 
shall be considered to be an application for exclusion.
Where an application for authorization concerns a lot situated close 
to the boundaries of an agricultural zone or urbanization perimeter, 
the commission must satisfy itself that the application will not cause 
a change in those boundaries or an extension of that perimeter. If the 
commission is not so satisfied, the application shall be considered to 
be an application for exclusion.
This section does not apply to the construction of a public road.

DECISION CRITERIA APPLICABLE TO ALL APPLICATIONS
Ten mandatory criteria
62. The commission may authorize, on such conditions as it may
determine, the use, for purposes other than agriculture, the subdivision, 

1 Only the RCM or an urban community, or a municipality, with the support of its RCM or its urban community, can file an application for exclusion.
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EXPLANATORY SECTION

DOCUMENTS THE MUNICIPALITY MUST SEND WITH THE FORM
Documents provided by the applicant:
• the original of the form (applicant’s section), duly filled out;
• the section that corresponds to your situation;
• the complete legal document establishing ownership of the property 

or lot(s) concerned (for example, land title(s) or purchase contract);
• a plan showing the location of the project, drawn in accordance

with the requirements of this guide;
• any other document specifically required in the application form,

according to the project concerned;
• a cheque or money order payable to the Minister of Finance

of Québec. For the applicable fees, please refer to the rates in
effect, available at www.cptaq.gouv.qc.ca at the following path:
Accueil/Documents/Frais applicables.

Documents provided by the municipality:
• the application form (applicant’s and municipality’s sections, fully

filled out), and the corresponding sections if necessary;
• the municipality’s recommendation, in the form of a resolution,

with reasons, based on the following elements:
 - the decision criteria provided for in section 62 of the Act which
the municipality must take into account concerning the lot, the
surrounding environment, the agricultural activities, the availability 
of other locations, etc.;
 - compliance of the application with the provisions of the zoning
by-law and, where applicable, with the interim control measures;
 - if the application involves initiating a new use for purposes
other than agriculture, the recommendation must also include
an indication of existing appropriate space available elsewhere 
in the municipality and outside the agricultural zone.

PROCESSING OF AN APPLICATION TO THE COMMISSION
What follows is a summary of the steps involved in processing 
your application:
1- The applicant fills out the application and forwards it to the munici-

pality.
2- The municipality acknowledges receipt of the application, studies 

the file, fills out its section of the form, issues a recommendation
in the form of a resolution and sends the file to the Commission
no later than 45 days following the filing of the application.

3- Upon receipt of a complete file, the Direction des affaires juridiques
et des enquêtes opens the file and proceeds with a preliminary
examination of the application.

4- The analyst responsible for the file concerned examines
the application.

5- The Commission sends a report on the application, indicating its
preliminary intent, to the applicant and to any interested person,
including the local municipality, the regional county municipality
(RCM) or the Communauté métropolitaine, as well as to the regional 
federation of the Union des producteurs agricoles.

6- The Act provides for a thirty-day deadline for the above parties
to present their observations or request a meeting, unless they
waive this right. The Commission notifies the parties of the date,
time and place of the meeting, where applicable.

7- Should changes to the preliminary intent result from these
observations or the meeting, the Commission notifies the applicant 
or any other interested person so that they may again submit in
writing their observations regarding the new intent (or request a
meeting if no meeting has yet occurred in this file) within 10 days.

8- The decision is forwarded to the applicant and to any interested
person, as well as to the municipality, the regional county munici-
pality (RCM) or the Communauté métropolitaine, as well as to
the regional federation of the Union des producteurs agricoles.

NOTE

The Commission is required by law to seek the opinion of the RCM or the Communauté métropolitaine, as 
well as that of the Union des producteurs agricoles, with regard to all applications for authorization made by:

• a municipal body (local municipality, RCM or Communauté);

• a department;

• a public agency or an agency providing public services.

If your application involves territory located in more than one municipality, each municipality must fill 
pages 4 to 7 of the Authorisation application form.

The decision of the Commission may be subject to the legal proceedings provided for in sections 
18.5, 18.6 and 21.1 of the Act respecting the preservation of agricultural land and agricultural 
activities and section 159 of the Act respecting administrative justice.

http://www.cptaq.gouv.qc.ca
http://www.cptaq.gouv.qc.ca/index.php?id=41&MP=18-143


2
Commission de protection du territoire agricole

With your application form, you must enclose a plan showing the precise location of your project. Below are two 
examples of plans for the following applications:

• Application for authorization for use for a purpose other than agriculture;
• Application for authorization for the alienation of a lot or group of lots (parcelling).

Those examples detail the relevant elements that must be indicated on the plan you must enclose with your 
application, which are necessary for a clear understanding of the project concerned by your application.

Application for authorization for use for a purpose other than agriculture

EXAMPLES OF PLANS

46.8



3
Commission de protection du territoire agricole

Application for authorization for the alienation of a lot or group of lots (parcelling)

EXAMPLES OF PLANS (continuing)

(For example, 235.7 m from the public road)
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TRANSMISSION PROCEDURE

IMPORTANT
We invite you to keep, for your files, copies of all the documents enclosed with this application, as they will not be 
returned to you. The file will be opened upon receipt of a complete documentation. A file that is incomplete due to 
the omission of certain documents and information will be returned to the sender.

The Commission recommends that you send the documents electronically by using the service available on 
the home page of the website www.cptaq.gouv.qc.ca, by clicking on Transmettre des pièces électroniques. 
The payment, however, must be sent by mail, accompanied by the number of the electronic transaction. 
For the applicable fees, please refer to the rates in effect, available at www.cptaq.gouv.qc.ca at the 
following path: Accueil/Documents/Frais applicables.

You may also follow the progress of an application by consulting this guide.

Electronic transfer must be used when the format of paper documents is not listed in the following table, or when 
documents are over 25 pages long.

DOCUMENT FORMATS

Document Electronic* Paper

Plan

Georeferenced files:
• SHP (Shapefile)
• DXF
• DWG, etc.

and:
• PDF format

8.5" x 11"

8.5" x 14"

11" x 17"

Other documents PDF

8.5" x 11"

8.5" x 14"

11" x 17"

*recommended formats

ADDRESS FOR SUBMITTING THE FORM 
AND PAYMENT

Commission de protection du territoire agricole du Québec
200, chemin Sainte-Foy, 2e étage
Québec (Québec)  G1R 4X6

FOR INFORMATION

info@cptaq.gouv.qc.ca

Québec: 418 643-3314 or toll free 1 800 667-5294
Longueuil: 450 442-7100 or toll free 1 800 361-2090

http://www.cptaq.gouv.qc.ca
https://cptaq.fadq.qc.ca/index.php?id=225
http://www.cptaq.gouv.qc.ca
http://www.cptaq.gouv.qc.ca/index.php?id=41&MP=18-143
mailto:info%40cptaq.gouv.qc.ca?subject=
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Note: The following explanations do not constitute legal definitions. They are aimed at making the forms easier to 
understand and clarifying certain terms used.

GLOSSARY •

Terms Explanations

Alienation/subdivision of a lot or 
group of lots

The seller reserves lots or parts of lots that are contiguous or deemed 
contiguous as part of a sale, an exchange or a gift of land. The same 
applies when the seller sells his or her entire property by dividing the 
land to sell it to various purchasers.

Area

The areas concerned must be expressed in hectares.
1 hectare = 10 000 square metres or 2.92 square arpents or 2.47 acres 
or 107 640 square feet.
1 square metre = 10.76 square feet.

Inclusion
Land that is not in an agricultural zone, which one wishes to include for 
the purpose of carrying on agricultural activities.

Mandatary The person you designate to file your application.

Part contiguous to the land

For the purposes of the Act, two lots are contiguous if they share a common 
boundary; they are deemed contiguous even if they are separated by a 
public road, a railway, a public utility right of way, or an area of land in 
respect of which a right is recognized.

Resource development, fill work 
and removal of topsoil

For more details, please consult the good practices guide: http://www.
cptaq.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/fr/publications/guides/Guide_CPTAQ_Web_
accessible-2.pdf.

Sugar bush
A forest stand, covering an area of at least 4 hectares, suitable for the 
production of maple syrup.

Use for a purpose other than 
agriculture

Any use that does not constitute agriculture or agricultural activities within 
the meaning of the Act.

http://www.cptaq.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/fr/publications/guides/Guide_CPTAQ_Web_accessible-2.pdf
http://www.cptaq.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/fr/publications/guides/Guide_CPTAQ_Web_accessible-2.pdf
http://www.cptaq.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/fr/publications/guides/Guide_CPTAQ_Web_accessible-2.pdf
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